
 
 

ILASA Conference 2010 
“Landscape architecture… adding value” 

 
13 - 14 May 2010 

 
Target audience: landscape architects and their clients (fellow professionals such as architects, urban designers and 

civil engineers as well as client bodies such as government and municipal departments and property developers). 
 
Goals:  

- To illustrate to potential clients the value landscape architects can add to built-environment projects. 
- To improve the standard of landscape architecture in South Africa through knowledge sharing among 

professionals. 
- To provide a networking forum to the various clients, professionals, contractors and suppliers involved in the 

field of landscape architecture.  
 
Landscape architectural firms are encouraged not to only book seats for their staff, but also for their clients 
and fellow built-environment professionals. 
 

THIS DRAFT PROGRAMME WILL BE UPDATED ON A CONTINUAL BASIS WITH THE FINAL 
PROGRAMME BECOMING AVAILABLE BY APRIL 13 2010. 
 
Draft programme as of 1 March 2010: 

 
 

THURSDAY, 13 MAY 2010 
 

TIME SLOT/TOPIC PRESENTER/PANEL 

7:30 – 8:30 Registration, tea and coffee 
 

 

8:45 – 9:00 Welcome and opening 
  

Gerald Garner, ILASA 

GREEN CITIES 
Green building within the context of green cities  
 
Session chaired by Bernadette Vollmer 

 
9:00 – 9:45 

Case study:  

Green city precinct: Menlyn Maine 

Karen Botes and colleagues, 

Interdesign Landscape Architects  

 
9:45 – 10:30 

Case study: 

Green building at University of the Western Cape 

Penny Unsworth,  

OvP Landscape Architects 

 

10:30 ï 11:00 
 

TEA 
 

 

 
11:00 – 11:45 

Presentation: 
Green building rating systems 
Can landscape architecture improve the rating of a green 
building? 
The opportunities presented by, and pitfalls of, rating tools 
such as  Green Star, LEED, BREAM, SBAT and ASLA’s 
landscape evaluation tool 

Dr Hennie Stoffberg,  
University of Pretoria and 
Bernadette Vollmer, 

Landscape Studio 
 



 
11:45 – 12:30 

 
Panel discussion and audience debate: 

Green precincts the way to go?  
To truly achieve the objectives of green building, 
developments need to be tackled holistically as part of green 
precincts where the entire city infrastructure is geared towards 
shared green services such as stormwater attenuation, 
artificial wetlands, green roofs and biodiversity corridors.  

Discussion facilitated by  
Bernadette Vollmer 

Eric Noir/Marloes Reinink 
Karen Botes 
Dr Gwen Theron 
Bernadette Vollmer 
Gerald Garner 
Representative of Menlyn Maine 

 

12:30 ï 13:30 
  
LUNCH & NETWORKING 
 

 

 
EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 

Exporting of landscape architectural services into African and the Middle East 
 

 
13:30 – 14:15 

 
Presentation: 

Opportunities for landscape architects within the Built 
Environment Professions Export Council (BEPEC) 
 

 
Roelof van Tonder,  

BEPEC 

 
REGENERATIVE LANDSCAPES  
Brownfields development, reclamation and rehabilitation  
 
Session chaired by Anton Comrie 

 
14:15 – 15:00 

 
Presentation: 
Undevelopable, polluted sites can be developed. 
With a visionary approach even the most unlikely sites can be 
developed profitably, while at the same time improving the 
ecology significantly – with reference to Thesen Islands as an 
example. 
 

 
Dr Chris Mulder 
Chris Mulder Associates 

 

15:00 ï 15:30 
 

TEA 
 

 

 
15:30 – 16:00 
 

 
Case study:  

Design, management, rehabilitation and reuse of a privately-
owned landfill site. 

 
Johan Goosen and other 
representatives, 

Golder Associates Africa and the 
client 

 
16:00 – 17:00 

 
Panel discussion and audience debate:  
From a sustainability point of view the redevelopment of 
existing, disused or marginal sites within city boundaries are 
preferable to the ever-sprawling ‘greenfield’ developments 
beyond city boundaries. However, this can only be successful 
if the same ‘green’ and landscape benefits so often associated 
with estate developments can be offered within city 
boundaries.  

 
Discussion facilitated by  
Anton Comrie 

Dr Chris Mulder 
Johan Goosen 
Graham Young 
 

 

FRIDAY, 14 MAY 2010 
 

 
PARKS, SQUARES AND PRECINCTS 
The role of landscape architecture in the development of public precincts, squares and parks to help facilitate 
urban densification and social cohesion. 

 
Session chaired by Graham Young 

 
9:00 – 9:30 
 

 
Case study: 

Green Point park and stadium precinct 
 

 
Johan van Papendorp, 

 OvP Landscape Architects and 
City of Cape Town representative 

 
9:30 – 10:00 
 

 
Case study: 

Development of public spaces in Khayelitsha, Cape Town 
 

Tarna Klitzner, 
Tarna Klitzner Landscape 
Architects 
and representative of City of Cape 
Town 



 
10:00 – 10:30 
 

 
Case study: 

Development of metropolitan parks in Ekurhuleni 
 

 
Francois van Rooyen,  

Red Landscape Architects and 
Renier Cooper, City of Ekurhuleni 

Metro Parks 
 

10:30 ï 11:00 
 

 

TEA 
 

 
11:00 – 11:30 

 
Presentation: 

SOS Urbanspace: management and maintenance of public 
spaces 

 
Michelle Robertson-Swift,  

Urbanscapes 

 
11:30 – 13:00 
 
 

 
Presentation, panel discussion and audience debate 

Is a large-scale inner-city park achievable in Johannesburg? 
An overview of some of the theoretical options available for the 
development of an inner-city park as proposed by various 
landscape architects in response to call for proposals by the 
Johannesburg Development Agency.  
 
 

 
Discussion facilitated by  
Gerald Garner 

- Monica Albonica, ASM 
- Anton Comrie, Green Inc 

Landscape Architects 
- Ludwig Hansen, Urban 

Solutions 
- Sonja Swanepoel, African 

Environmental Design 
- Fritz Coetzee, Insite 

Landscape Architects 
- Patrick McInerney, Co-Arc 

International Architects, 
- Danie Rebel of Landscape 

Architects Uys & White  
- Mphethi Morojele, MMA 

Architects 
- Graham Young, Newtown 

Landscape Architects 
- Lone Paulson of the 

School of Architecture & 
Planning at Wits 
representing the JDA as 
adjudicator 
Representative of 

Johannesburg City Parks 
 

13:00 ï 14:00 
 

 

LUNCH 
 

 
SUSTAINABLE CITIES 
Urban greening and ecological systems within cities  

 
Session chaired by Michelle Robertson-Swift 

 
14:00 – 14:30 
 

 
Presentation: 

Stormwater management in urban areas  

 
Chris Brooker, 

CBA Specialist Engineers 

 
14:30 – 15:00 

 
Presentation: 

Offsetting carbon emissions through urban tree planting 
programmes ï a calculator 

 
Dr Hennie Stoffberg, 

University of Pretoria 

 
15:00 – 15:45 
 

 
Presentation, panel discussion and audience debate 

Urban open space systems with reference to the Tshwane 
Open Space Plan 
To ensure the development and upkeep of an ecologically-
sustainable and socially-vibrant city, the development and 
implementation of a detailed open space system, with guidelines for 
ecological design and  management as well as urban/streetscaping, 
is essential   

 
Tshwane representative 
Karien Hanekom 
Siegwalt Kussel 
Annemarie Loots 
Madelaine Oosthuizen 
 

 

15:45 ï 16:15 
 

 

TEA 
 

 
16:15 – 17:15 

 
Star larchitect 

 
To be confirmed 



 
 

Presentation by an internationally-renowned landscape architect to 
serve as inspiration of what can be achieved by landscape 
architects when it comes to the design of urban space, specifically 
public space.  

 
17:15 ï 20:30 

 
COCKTAIL AND NETWORKING 
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