Footprints in
the Landscape

50 years of landscape practice



Wildlife habitat

Microclimate

The 1970s: arriving to study at the
University of Pennsylvania.

The importance of ‘unlearning’.

The ecological planning method.
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Landscape architecture should be the
foundation course for other courses
leading to architecture, urban design and
planning — it is irresponsible to design
without some understanding of
landscape processes.

Landscape architecture provides a bridge
between the sciences and design — few
other professions seem able to do this.

Thornbury Pennsylvania
Environmental Site Analysis



Stratigraphy :
Formations and Deposits
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importance of knowing the land —
to understand the ‘story’ of the
landscape, and why it looks like it
does, because there is an inherent
logic to the landscape.
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1 Assembly of Information

2 Interpretation
f Information

3 Identification of
Buildable Land

The 1980s: A design studio at the the
University of Pretoria:

The importance of having a personal
ethic, or belief system — a philosophy to
life, to work and to design.

Regional Values: sense of place.

Ecological Values: integrity of ecosystems.
Cultural Values: community needs, traditions.
Technological Values: responsible technology.
Economic Values: economic opportunities.
Political Values: freedom with responsibilty.
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A preoccupation has been one of preserving
farmland and wilderness in the face of
suburban sprawl.

And of creating a sense of community, and
making spaces for people at a human scale in
the face of planned loneliness.

Fish Hoek Residential Study
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Looking back through the many projects, | found that there is a blurred line between
architecture, landscape architecture and urban design. | try to avoid creating artificial
distinctions between them, and to rather see them as interrelated.

Even after 50 years, | remember Louis Kahn saying "We should not call ourselves architects
or landscape architects — we should all be land architects"

Eaton’s Point, Long Island NY Studio Project
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~Stanford Valley Eco Village
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quest towards an evolving approach to design —

developing settlement typologies.

j ‘Street scenario
Cluster scenario
Wérf 'scenario




Many projects were never built — none were perfect, but each served as a stepping
stone to the projects that followed — in this case developing people-friendly
streets.

Hoedjiespunt, Saldanha Site Plan




Working at a range of
scales ...

Legend
Framework

Web

Mountain & Forest
Water

Protected Areas
Nature Reserves &
Bird Sanctuaries
Urban Trails

Greening the City: Open Space
and Recreation Plan




Durban City Centre Revitalisation
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Victoria and Alfred Waterfront
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This year, the MLA Programme at UCT
started 25 years ago. | was fortunate to
be there — the importance of teaching.

Telling the first year students they are
so lucky to be studying landscape
architecture.

If | could live my life again, | would only
want to be a landscape architect.




Thank you for sharing
part of my journey.
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