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PERIPECTIVE STUDIES - Tyype S shrect
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Landscape Architecture in Kenya ® private realm

circa 2006




‘The dilemma of planning in Africa ...is the phenomenon of
Western-oriented theory and practice being imposed on
purely African problems in a manner which does not result
in the best solution’ and hence the need for ‘the

development of African answers to African problems’
(Young 1990:119)



(3) Master Plan for a Colonial Capital in 1948

The new plan was an experiment in town planning for the colonial city of Nairobi, prepared by L. W. T.
White. architect and town planner and Head of Department of Architecture, University of Cape Town
and others. The master plan was funded by Municipal Council of Nairobi and the Railway Authorities.

In this plan, a zoning scheme was introduced with zones for official buildings, business and
commercial, industry, railway, residential, official housing, open space, forest reserve and parks. One
of the goals of the plan was to establish neighbourhood units for the working class for segregation.
Also the plan was expected to make Nairobi more attractive for industrial investments.

It is noteworthy that the alignment of the railway had been changed to the present one along the
western part of the town, which gave way for the expansion of the Uhuru highway today. The area to
the south of the railway station was converted to an extensive industrial zone.

Prof. L. T. White

EXPERIMENT

SEGREGATION

NEIGHBOURHOOD

GARDEN CITY - THE GREEN CITY IN THE SUN

Ogot, B.A. Ogot, M.M. History of Nairobi City, 1899-2000: From Railway Camp and Supply Depot to a World Class African Metropolis
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PERIPECTIVE STUDIES - Tyype S strect



a different mode of practice






the idea

Aw-@g - "kun-coo-ee"
to get to know something intimately
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wherewework =
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Hartford, Connecticut

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Wichita, Kansas

Stockholm, Sweden

Aurora, CO 1 :

Los Angeles, California

Eastern Coachella Valley, California

. San Diego, California
'Pﬂm Springs, California
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Turkana, Kenya
Embu, Kenya

Nairobi, Ken'ya“

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania ton, ’; “\A

Mendoza, AR






our theory of change

how we get to a more just public realm

who

We work with communities
that have been overlooked
and harmed through unjust
planning and exclusionary
design.

unhealthy
environmen t

lack of social

We focus on:

« Informal and low-income
settlements in Kenya

« Disinvested neighborhoods
across Southern California

how

We mobilize design, planning,
research, and advocacy to
advance community priorities
and define longterm visions.

Our service areas:
Design + build
Plan + program
Research + test
Advocate + educate

what

We create:

« Parks

« Plazas
People’s plans
Green
infrastructure

« Shade structures

« Mobility plans

We take on projects at all
scales to tangibly improve
quality of life for residents.

Marketplaces
Streetscapes
Educational
Programs

Urban Experiments
Actionable Research
Policy Outputs

wow!

We network our localized
interventions and leverage
their collective impact to undo
systemic injustices in the built
environment.

We build equity, opportunity, and
health across cities and regions

to improve public health, life
expectancy, livelihoods, dignity, and
quality of life.
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kibera public space projects
(KPSP)
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approx.

50 households

BViLYiNG THE RIVER iNERASTRUCTURE

Makina CBO

\ 4
* \ Kambi-muru Women's Savings Group

L Mashimoni Youth Group
‘. * . : '3 .
R 225 ST Sl
! \
! -‘- \ \ \ 5 - ‘ Laini Saba CBO

= Z / d ‘ | Silanga Youth Group
‘ / e 2 Soweto Youth Group

« ‘ Kisumu Ndoge CBO

|

Crossing sites . secondary increments water collection sites
- growth moves outward ' . environmental remediation
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social economic

=T N SR G e e . Bridge . Community . Community Hall Rental
- o) ‘, b | : . Multi-purpose hall Programming . Watertap
Fﬁ?.’f{;'i—h‘;,, | S o . Playground . School . Savings +Loan Program
R v, Y " Ml T el . Garden+Greenhouse . Management Cooperative
S e T 1%, L ey N (e TN = Nike 7N . Sundries Kiosk Training . Vegetable Business
B 2 T R e A Sarly S Park . Skills Training . Compost Farm
RN 0 T e e <o) Ml . Accessroad




.y ;//

i

()
* ?::...

|

W

i
"

.
!

A

|




m

77

y &
|’

I |

I\

productive public space

Riverbank remediation
with gabions and planting
for flood risk reduction.

Pedestrian access bridge

Trash dump removal &
topsoil rejuvenation

Thoroughfare path

Organic waste recycling
g center
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productive public space

Public assembly
Multifunction community

Social programs hall; school, church,
skills training center
: (management and
Inclusive spaces Jaadershii)
Leadership training P . . ki Accessible and

inclusive public park
with playground, trees,

Youth activities benches and events

Group’s site office

Physical connections

‘ g Community information
Cultural + political exchange NLA board

Transport & services
connection
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productive public space

Small businesses

Saving & loans groups,
renting out of hall,

& basket weaving
cooperative

Savings + loans groups
Business skills training

Vocational skills training Rainwater harvesting,

water tank & water tap

ECONOMIC

Affordable services
Vegetable business.

Composting farm &

Community space rental fertiliser business.

Composting toilet block &
wetlands.
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andolo site 10

facilitie

@ Floodable Space

U: Planter Bed

e Storage Tank

@ Gabions

e Planted Revetment

surface
water
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vuma site 11

facilitie

W

e RW Storage Tanks

@ oy wel
g Detention Zone e Filter Strips

. .
0 Rain Gardens G Overflow

surface
water
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co-design + study
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1. request for proposals
2. stakeholder alignment
3. planning and design
4. implementation

5. operations




Landscape Architecture in Kenya ® private realm

circa 2006




KDI approach to landscape ®
circa 2006

public realm
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projects

0 2 ¥ present - urban fabric initiative (UFI)




Urban Fabric
A Initiatives

OAFD KISIP

DE DEVELOPPEMENT
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Urban Fabric Initiatives, Nairobi

rovement Program (KISIP 2)

The Second Kenya Informal Settlement Imp
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project processes

inception identify site co-design construction

identify partnering approvals activation
settlement
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What is inside the Sites ?

: new businesses set to power
new p'ubllg space 1 3

public sites in
spaces

co-designed
with residents
and Nairobi
City Council

local livelihoods and maintain the sites

| @I .l.
i cyber cafe ' A toilets
public space
site in = Sh E.];
kay0|e @ laundrette Sammme halls for hire

kahawa

Kahawa | Kayole

4 buildings 3 playgrounds

2 septic tanks

1 food court

community 1 5000'_ 260m 603qm
meeting halls  water storage drainage + Nbs shadin
- H : %-' "OPEN
B CoT
(@) =, =
KISIP AM{I' Nl @ e ) A ;D @) Urban Fabric
mua crry . B MASHINANS ST SN N bl Aosice runcate ] InitiatiN\!s)%

COUNTY




ﬂ Kahawa Soweto - kongo Hospital

Legend

Kl Hall
F1 Office

EJ Kitchen

I3 Shop

EH washrooms
I3 Playground
Waiting area
1 Feeding area
El Breakout area




Kahawa Soweto
UFI PROJECT:- SOWETO KONGO

E Kahawa Soweto - kongo Hospital
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n Kahawa Soweta - Kaeni Soba

I3 Playground
H sitting area
IJ Washrooms

EJ Drying area
F1 Laundrette
E] Cyber cafe

Legend




i Soba

Kaen

“ Kahawa Soweta -

WITH THE SUPPORT OF

kenya.

-
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KISIP

NAIROBI CITY

COUNTY



ﬂ Kayole Soweto - Jacaranda
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Legend

kB Playground

F1 Graffiti wall

E] Water store

Ed Multipurpose
room

] Washrooms

[ Office | Shops



ﬂ Kayole Soweto - Jacaranda
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projects

0 3 ® present continuous




rivers + people

Site

Projects: Partners:

Kibera Kibera

KPSP New Nairobi Dam

01/02/03/04/05/06
07/08}409 10/11/12

St. Johns School NbS
Kibera Book House
Kibera Water

Usalama Motorcycle
Business _
Missing Link Project
Bringing Bricks to Kibera

Mukuru

Bridge School NbS
Mukuru Sustainable
Design Academy
Mukuru Riverfront.
City Carton =
Urban Fabric Initiative
Kahawa Soweto
Urban Fabric Initiative
Kayole Soweto
Urban Fabric Initiative

Community Group
Riverside Usafi Group

(RUG) Kibera United for
Our Needs (KUFON)
Andolo Bridge
Community Group

(ABC)

Vuma (Youth Group
Usalama Youth Group
St. Johns School
KURA

SHOFCO

Human Needs Project

MCA Gatwekera
Nairobi County Dept. of

Public Works
Ministry of Agriculture

Mukuru
Mukuru Youth Initiative

UN-Habitat
Akiba Mashinani Trust

Settlement
Projects:

Kibera Special Planning
Area

Learning from Mukuru
SPA

gllukuru Rivers and People
an

Kibera Rivers and People
Plan _
Kayole-Soweto Rivers and
People Plan

Kayole Soweto Settlement
Study (KASS) _
Integrated and Inclusive
Infrastructure Framework
for Kenya (3iF)

Partners:

Mathare Social Justice
Centre

Komb Green

Public Space Network
SwedBio

SDI-Kenya

ITIED

City Carton SEC

Kahawa Soweto SEC
Kayole Soweto SEC

Arup East Africa
Architectural Association
of Kenya

African Centre for Cities

Watershed

Projects:

Emphasising Ecosystems,
Elevating People

(3EP), Ngong River
Watershed Assessment
Consortium, Nairobi River
Rehabilitation Consortium.

Partners:

Nairobi River Commission
Akiba Mashinani Trust
The Go Down Arts Centre
IUCN

ICLEI Africa

UNEP

UN-Habitat

World Resources Institute

“One small community project,
no matter how nuanced or
layered, cannot, on it’s own, solve
problems that expand beyond the
neighbourhood”

Odbert and Mulligan, 2013 Now Urbanism



INTEGRATED & INCLUSIVE INFRASTRUCTURE FRAMEWORK FOR INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS

3IF PRINCIPLES 3IF TACTICS 3IF BACKGROUND RESOURCES FEEDBACK

THE FRAMEWORK

The Integrated and Inclusive Infrastructure Framework (3iF) is a pair of practical resource guidance
that aims to maximise the integration and inclusivity benefits of various efforts to improve informal
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settlements in Kenya.

.

TWO GUIDES,
ONE PURPOSE

LEARN MORE




What is 3IF?
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Integrated & Inclusive
Infrastructure Framework
for Kenya - 3iF

maximise the integration
and inclusivity benefits of
projects and learning
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Adaptation Solutions, Inclusive Locally-led Infrastructures

COUNTY GOVERNMENT
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The Land of Opport

SwgdBlo

“Asili” means Origins and Nature in Kiswahili.
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Dallas is centrally positioned in Embu, proving to
be a critical space for connectivity of settlement to
natural systems and natural assets.
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LEDGEND
:l PROPOSED LINEAR PARK

PROPOSED GREEN STREET
PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN PATH

PROPOSED NATURE BASED SOLUTION

PROPOSED VEG. SWALES

||||||||/-
7
y £

A Green Infrastructure Plan for
Dallas Informal Settlement

Addressing climate change related
environmental issues in the settlement,
achieving the community vision as
defined by Dallas resident priorities,
including:

o Drainage & Flood Resilience
e Productive Public Space

o Safety and Accessiblity

J

7



KEY FEATURES:
1.

detention basin with outflow

A new 50-meter bioswale and detention basin integrates
with existing underground stormwater drainage, connecting
at both the inflow and outflow points. This Nature-based
Solution (NbS) system provides over 40 cubic meters

of detention capacity, enhancing water infiltration and
groundwater recharge, reducing dust, and indirectly cooling
the micro-climate through supported vegetation.

Situated on a 1,552-square-meter site between two critically
endangered wetlands, this project initiates the essential
connectivity between green and blue infrastructure.

Through close collaboration with stakeholders, the project
protects public space for future generations, enhancing
climate adaptability and resilience.

check dam control

muralised road edge

™™ —_— parklet footpath

various proflie bioswale

B 30x tree planting

15 x benches

swale connection to road
| open channel drain

"2

PHASE 1
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Adaptation Solutions, Inclusive Locally-led Infrastructures
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KDI approach to landscape ®
circa 2006

public realm



these are the lines that must be blurred and
brought together to work towards a

just ‘public .realm:

7
1‘

the the and the
pragmatism of environmental persistence formal beauty political

engineering, attunement of of community of design, savvy of urban
landscape, organizing, planning.
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