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‘The dilemma of planning in Africa … is the phenomenon of 
Western-oriented theory and practice being imposed on 
purely African problems in a  manner which does not result 
in the best solution’ and hence the need for ‘the 
development of African answers to African problems’ 
(Young 1990:119)
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คุน้-เคย - "kun-coo-ee"

to get to know something intimately

the idea



where we work



KDI





kibera public space projects 

(KPSP)

Present - UFI

01. beginnings

02.

03. the future





kibera public space project

(kpsp)

location: nairobi, kenya





before: site 1



after: site 1

physical
1. Bridge
2. Multi-purpose hall
3. Playground
4. Office
5. Garden+Greenhouse
6. Sundries Kiosk
7. Park
8. Access road

social
1. Community 

Programming
2. School
3. Church
4. Management 

Training
5. Skills Training 

economic
1. Community Hall Rental 
2. Watertap
3. Savings +Loan Program
4. Basket Weaving 

Cooperative
5. Vegetable Business
6. Compost Farm 



engage



productive public space



productive public space



productive public space



Kibera Public 
Space Project



before



engage



after



during



2 - Riverside Usafi Group [ KPSP 02 ]
andolo bridge community group     







Andolo Site 10



After Andolo - KPSP 10







kibera green streets: before





co-design + study







before after



1. request for proposals

2. stakeholder alignment

3. planning and design

4. implementation

5. operations

kpsp stages



private realmLandscape Architecture in Kenya
circa 2006



public realm

private realmKDI approach to landscape
circa 2006



physical landscape



political landscape



social landscape



social landscape

political landscape

physical landscape



kdi

Landscape as defined by the profession



political landscape

physical landscape

kdi

social landscape
the profession



projects

kibera public space projects 

(KPSP)

present - urban fabric initiative (UFI)

01.

02.

03. present continuous…..

present



Urban Fabric Initiatives, Nairobi 
The Second Kenya Informal Settlement Improvement Program (KISIP 2)

3 settlements | 2,500 direct | 37,000 indirect 



partnering

co-design 

approvals

inception

identify 

settlement

identify site construction

activation

project processes























Kaeni Soba Project: before



Co-Construction



Co-Construction



Kaeni Soba Project: After



Kaeni Soba Project: After



Co-Construction



Kongo Soweto project: After



Kongo Soweto project: After



Soweto Jacaranda:before



Soweto Jacaranda:during



Soweto Jacaranda:After



Soweto Jacaranda:After



projects

present - urban fabric initiative (UFI)

01.

02.

03. present continuous…….



Settlement 

Projects:

Kibera Special Planning
Area
Learning from Mukuru
SPA
Mukuru Rivers and People
Plan
Kibera Rivers and People
Plan
Kayole-Soweto Rivers and
People Plan
Kayole Soweto Settlement
Study (KASS)
Integrated and Inclusive
Infrastructure Framework
for Kenya (3iF)

Partners:

Mathare Social Justice
Centre
Komb Green
Public Space Network
SwedBio
SDI-Kenya
IIED

African Centre for Cities

City Carton SEC
Kahawa Soweto SEC
Kayole Soweto SEC
Arup East Africa
Architectural Association 
of Kenya

Watershed 

Projects:

Emphasising Ecosystems,
Elevating People
(3EP), Ngong River
Watershed Assessment
Consortium, Nairobi River
Rehabilitation Consortium.

Partners:

Nairobi River Commission
Akiba Mashinani Trust
The Go Down Arts Centre
IUCN
ICLEI Africa
UNEP
UN-Habitat
World Resources Institute

“One small community project,

Site 

Projects:

Kibera

KPSP
01/02/03/04/05/06
07/08/09/10/11/12
St. Johns School NbS
Kibera Book House
Kibera Water
Usalama Motorcycle
Business
Missing Link Project

Mukuru

Bridge School NbS
Mukuru Sustainable
Design Academy
Mukuru Riverfront.
City Carton
Urban Fabric Initiative
Kahawa Soweto
Urban Fabric Initiative
Kayole Soweto
Urban Fabric Initiative

Partners:

Kibera

New Nairobi Dam
Community Group
Riverside Usafi Group

(RUG) Kibera United for
Our Needs (KUFON)
Andolo Bridge
Community Group
(ABC)

Bringing Bricks to Kibera Vuma (Youth Group
Usalama Youth Group
St. Johns School
KURA
SHOFCO
Human Needs Project

MCA Gatwekera
Nairobi County Dept. of
Public Works
Ministry of Agriculture

Mukuru

Mukuru Youth Initiative
UN-Habitat
Akiba Mashinani Trust

no matter how nuanced or

layered, cannot, on it’s own, solve

problems that expand beyond the

neighbourhood”

Odbert and Mulligan, 2013 Now Urbanism

rivers + people





What is 3IF?

Integrated & Inclusive 
Infrastructure Framework 
for Kenya - 3iF

maximise the integration 
and inclusivity benefits of 
projects and learning



Origins Nature





Dallas is centrally positioned in Embu, proving to 

be a critical space for connectivity of settlement to 

natural systems and natural assets.



A Green Infrastructure Plan for 

Dallas Informal Settlement 

Addressing climate change related 

environmental issues in the settlement, 

achieving the community vision as 

defined by Dallas resident priorities, 

including:

● Drainage & Flood Resilience

● Productive Public Space

● Safety and Accessiblity



SITE





public realm

private realmKDI approach to landscape
circa 2006





USA

reciprocal learning



Source: KDI



gracias
tack 
asante 
thank you
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