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A GLOBAL SYSTEM IN CRISIS 
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RESILIENCE 

LENSES 

RESILIENCE 

LENSES 

RESILIENCE LENS - A PERSPECTIVE FOR TACKLING UNPRECIDENTED CHALLENGES 



RESILIENCE 

? 

RESILIENCE (noun) 

1. The mental ability to recover 

quickly from depression, illness or 

misfortune 

2. The physical property of material 

that can resume its shape after 

being stretched or deformed; 

elasticity 

3. The positive ability of a system 

or company to adapt itself to the 

consequences of a catastrophic 

failure. 
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ITS EARLY BEGINNINGSé 

ñé[it is] our responsibility to deal more kindly with one 

another and to preserve and cherish the pale blue dot, the 

only home we've ever knownò  

Carl Sagan 
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1960s LIMITS TO GROWTHé 
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CLASSIC SUSTAINABILITY MODEL 
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ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABILITY 



BACKGROUND TO RESILIENCE 
1960s - along with sustainability and systems thinking, resilience emerges in ecological studies 

1973 ï Ecologist, Crawford Holling introduces resilience as an equilibrist descriptive ecological term (also 

used in engineering resilience) 

1975 ï Anthropology 

1986 onwards ï Environmental Psychology, human geography, management, property- and human sciences 

2005 ï ñBounce-back-abilityò of cities (Vale & Campanella) 

2009 ï Evolutionary resilience (Scheffer) 

2010 ï Social-Ecological resilience (Folke) 
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CURRENT TRENDS 

ñThe concept of resilience is one of the most important research topics in the context of achieving 

sustainabilityó (Perrings et al. 1995, Kates et al. 2001, Foley et al. 2005) 

 

Making cities more resilient to climate change ... An exploration of good practices and policy examples 

from Latin Ameria, and an exchange of experience from other countries, in relation to making cities more 

resilient to climate change. ELLA ï Latin America 

BUT HOW DOES RESILIENCE MANIFEST WITHIN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT? 
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URBAN RESILIENCE HAS POTENTIAL TO  

COMBINE  
ALL OF THESE ASPECTS OF RESILIENCE 

BY  

STRENGTHENING POSITIVE PARTS  

OF THE CITY SYSTEM THAT NEED TO BE MORE RESILIENT  

AND  

DECREASING RESILIENCE IN THOSE THAT ARE  

NEGATIVELY AFFECTING THE CITY SYSTEM 
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URBAN RESILIENCE THINKING 
CORE IDEAS: 
 
Value neutral concept that represents the strength and weakness of a system, to help us make decisions 
on how to navigate (and hopefully thrive in) an uncertain future. 
 
Resilience is neither good or bad: perceiving something to be good or bad, comes down to our collective 
values, morals and ethics, not resilience. 

SO LETõS DIVE IN! 


